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A Pyramid from Hamburg for Weimar -
Artist Karl Kueffel plans a Symbol of Peace in the European Capital of Culture 1999 

By PROF. HANNS THEODOR FLEMMING, Ph. D., Art Critic

Artist Karl Kueffel, born 1963 in Weissenborn, Germany, who has been residing in Hamburg for several years, plans an artistic symbiosis of a very special kind for the city of Weimar, the 1999 European Capital of Culture. He wants to erect a pyramid in the middle of the street network of cultural history of this old city – a cultural symbol of peace, international understanding, and dealing with the past. To Kueffel, the pyramid is a timeless symbol, once created in ancient Egypt in its elementary form but just as valid today in the “High Civilization of Modern Times.”      
„I see it as a symbol of the architectural skills of the past,“ Kueffel explains. “At the same time, pyramids seem to pop up in cultures that tended to suppress or ostracize part of the population. With the Mayas, it was other Indian tribes, and in Egypt  - just like in our recent past – it was the Jewish people. And today?” A commemorative plaque in the heart of the pyramid will bring this negative aspect into focus. “We must not avoid dealing with our past,“ the artist insists, “ but instead use it in order to stride forward into our future.” To him, the pyramid is a symbol “for a future that reconciles the past with the present.” 

Kueffel has already worked out all the details of his project. The base of the pyramid will be about 16 x 16 feet, with a total height of about 20 feet. Steel construction will be covered with grounded aluminum plates, which in return are covered by weather-proof laminated glass. The tip of the pyramid will be made of glass and illuminated from within. After dark, the effect will be of a floating pyramid of light. If stained glass is used, different color effects are even possible. The four outer walls will be designed by artists from previous Capitals of Culture, dealing with themes from Weimar’s impressive history, such as writers Goethe and Schiller or the Bauhaus movement.  
One wall will be created by Kueffel himself with a scene from Goethe’s “Faust.” He already dealt with the “Faust and Mephisto” motif in a painting that he donated to the City of Weimar in 1997. He also participates in the competition in the “Germany” exhibition that is scheduled to open in early 1999 in Weimar. His painting, entitled “Arson,” depicts a panoramic view of Berlin with the burning Reichstag and other buildings, as well as a huge square with a huddled mass of people - a reminder of Nazi Germany and a memorial for the future.      

As for the site for the project, the grounds at Torhausplatz near the Goethe House might be suitable. Financing of this artistic symbiosis has already been largely secured through private sponsors. 
